
Layers, Fragments, Memories

Mixed Media Collages by Birthe Çil

Birthe Çil is a German mixed media and collage artist with 
a particular focus on analog techniques and the reuse of his-
torical paper materials. 
In her work, she combines imagery and cut-outs from both 
historical and contemporary magazines, newspapers, and 
books with so-called ephemera – forgotten everyday docu-
ments such as old letters, receipts, maps, or book pages.  
Enhanced by her own monoprints, her compositions are ca-
refully constructed using cutting, layering, and gluing as key 
artistic techniques.

After living in Aachen, Los Angeles, Paris, Berlin, and 
Hamburg, Birthe Çil is now based in Bremen, Germany. She 
holds a Master’s degree in Art History and Literary Studies (German and French) and draws 
on her many years of experience in museum education and literary mediation, which she 
also brings into workshops for both young people and adults.

Artistic Practice & Philosophy

For Birthe Çil, collage is more than a visual medium – it is a tool for reflection, reordering, 
and storytelling. Thoughts, memories, found objects, and emotions all flow equally into her 
creative process. Her imagery evolves intuitively, fragmentarily, and in layers – not by being 
sought, but by being found.

At the center of many of her works are female figures, combined with additional visual ele-
ments and placed into new, often ambiguous contexts. Çil’s approach resembles a visual-
poetic puzzle: lines, shapes, and structures are reduced, shifted, and rearranged until a sense 
of harmony is achieved. The tactile qualities of the paper and the visible traces of time are 
just as meaningful as the central motif.

“When I layer the yellowed pages of an old book, I become aware of the deep meaning the-
se layers hold in my work. Each page carries its own story – just like life itself.” 
— Birthe Çil



Abstract Collages & the Poetry of Material

In addition to her figurative works, Çil also creates abstract collages, where the material its-
elf becomes the focus – its texture, patina, and origin tell their own story. Through intentio-
nal techniques of tearing, layering, and pasting, she creates works that speak of transience, 
memory, and reconfiguration.

Her abstract works often begin with a found object that serves as the starting point for a vi-
sual narrative that unfolds during the creative process.

“I cut, abstract, and rearrange – until everything finds its place.” 
— Birthe Çil

Insights into the Creative Process

A core aspect of Çil’s practice is the process itself – and the reflection it inspires. On her 
Instagram account @art.oder.artig, she regularly shares short video clips documenting the 
creation of her pieces. Music, text, and moving images add an additional emotional and 
conceptual layer to the works.

Here, the collage becomes a metaphor for life – with all its fractures, layers, and transforma-
tions.

QR codes next to the exhibited pieces link directly to specific Instagram posts where 
background information, close-up details, and personal reflections on the creative pro-
cess are shared. 
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