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There is more beyond: Layers, Fragments, Memories
Mixed Media Collages by Birthe Cil at Caspary, Bremen

Bremen, nov. 2025 — When a funeral home opens his doors as an exhibition space there must be
something special going on. This is happening in Bremen, Germany. ,Caspary“, funeral home in
collaboration with the local art & culture magazine ,Schwachhauser®, are presenting a fine selec-
tion of recent Mixed Media Collages by Collageartist Birthe Cil, opening november 15, 2025.

“It might sound like an unusual setting for an exhibition, yet the idea feels right to me —
even fitting. My works often deal with memory and traces of life. | mostly use historical pa-
pers, many of which come from private estates. Families often don’t know what to do with
a lifetime’s collection of magazines, books, postcards, or brochures. Too valuable to throw
away — and then they meet me, and are pleased to see their collections treated with care
and appreciation.”

A contemporary funeral home in a beautiful old Bremen townhouse — a place for conver-
sations about life’s final journey, and now also the setting for a selection of my mixed me-
dia collages. Somehow, it belongs together.” (Birthe Cil)

Birthe Cil’s artistic work focuses on analogue collage techniques and the ex- ot e
ploration of historical paper. Her mixed media collages tell about the tracesa |
life leaves behind - of memories that inscribe themselves into paper. b

The materials she uses often come from private estates: magazines, books,
postcards, or letters - collected over decades. When such collections find
their way to her, Cil approaches them with respect, appreciation, and open-
ness.

The history and materiality of the paper inspire her, as do the words and
images printed upon it. Often it is the small details that fascinate her and
spark the idea for a new collage. Through an intuitive process, she creates
compositions in which the past continues to live on, intertwining with the new - her own thoughts,
views, and emotions.

Birthe Cil invites viewers to take a closer look: motifs from historical and contemporary fashion
magazines, books, and everyday documents - so-called ephemera - are transformed through va-
rious techniques into finely composed visual spaces. Within them, fragments of histories, identi-
ties, and memories emerge. Layer by layer, these spaces unfold, opening
room for personal associations.

After living, working and studying in Aachen, Los Angeles, Paris, Berlin, and
Hamburg, Birthe Cil is now based in Bremen. She studied art history and

1 French and German literature and worked for many years in literary and art
education. Today, she devotes herself passionately to the art of collage,
teaches in educational settings, and leads collage workshops. In addition,
Birthe Cil is a trained counselor.
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Venue: Caspary, Schwachhauser Heerstr. 47, 28211 Bremen, Germany
Vernissage: nov. 15, 6 pm
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